
SOUTHWEST POLICE STATION
INTENTION

More and more Americans are calling 
for police reform, and we believe that 
architecture has a crucial role to play in 
the future of forward thinking and more 
positive justice policies.

The ultimate goal of policing is to protect 
and aid the path to justice, but the means 
to achieve this goal are varied in practice 
across the world. Relational Policing offers 
a method to this service that focuses 
intensely on the human dimension. It 
offers the proven philosophy that when an 
officer feels connected to the community 
that he or she is meant the serve, mutual 
loyalty can bridge the gap between 
police and civilians.  When members of a 
community are involved in justice, it fosters 
an amount of social responsibility- not only 
for the community, but for one another. 
Greater agency can then lead members 
of a community to more frequently solve 
their own conflicts, while still trusting  the 
police to keep them safe when they are 
needed in times of crisis.  Careers in justice 
that grow from humanization will result 
in fewer deaths of, and at the hands of, 
police officers.

Our team worked alongside HPD to create 
a design that would lend itself to the ideals 
of Relational Policing for an under-served 
community.

 



SITE

SITE ANALYSIS
13097 Nitida St. Houston TX 77045
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The layout of the site orients the building on an east-west axis to take advan-
tage of the solar angles and place the public portions of the building facing the 
park to the south, closest to the intersection of Nitida Street and Brookston 
Street.

This project was an inter-agency collaboration between City of Houston Parks 
and Houston Police Department. A portion of the Cambridge Villa Park was 
donated and used as the project site. Programatically, it was important  to in-
corporate a shared space between the park and station, and Brookston Street 
provided a clear delineation between it and the facility. South of Brookston 
street, the park is blending into the site by way of shared parking, footpaths, 
and a playground. This was key in providing a solution to the goal that had 
been set in the community liaison meeting of fostering a greater personal 
connection between officers and civilians.

Safety was a huge concern for this campus, and it was imperative that a clear 
line of site be kept throughout. Prior to this project, the area was a known hot 
spot for violent and community crime. Since its completion, the facility has 
greatly improved the safety of the park and  residents in the surrounding area.



COMMUNITY

Southwest Patrol provides police services to Districts 15 and 16, 
a 52 square mile area with an estimated residential population of 
217,000. The much improved facility was a great achievement for 
the city and the residents who have been historically under-served 
in their community. We hope that this facility can help to achieve 
the goals laid out by the theories of Relational Policing, and serve 
as a model for the future of a more compassionate police force in 
our Nation. 

(Pictured; Mayor Sylvester Turner speaks at the Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony)
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DEMOGRAPHICS
The patrol covers the communities of 
Winchester, Willow Bend, Southwest 
Houston, Westbury, Brentwood 
and Corinthian Point. Most of the 
residents in these communities 
are Hispanic, with 56.5% speaking 
spanish as their primary language. 
The area is largely reliant upon 
vehicles for mobility, with 73.8% of 
residents reporting that they drive 
to work alone, and 20% reported 
that they carpool ( a high rate for 
the city). Property is 84% cheaper 
here compared to other US states. 
54.6% of the residents work in sales 
or service. 23.4% of children here 
are below the federal poverty line. 

Community involvement was a huge part of this project from the beginning. When choosing a site location, multiple sites were 
considered, but it was decided that placing the new station inside of Cambridge Villa Park would have the greatest impact on the 
community. The run down park, which should have been a place for residents to gather, was rarely utilized for activities outside of 
crime. Strategically placing the police station in a location that can breathe new life into the area shows that they are a positive part 
of the community, and lays the framework for Relational Policing strategies. 

Every month, the station hosts a Positive Interaction Program or “PIP” meeting, which has proven to be an overwhelming success 
across the city. They provide an opportunity for the community to see how their police agencies operate, and get to know the officers 
on a more personal level. The community room where these meetings are held can also be borrowed by community organizations 
for gatherings at no cost.
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Fiberon was used as a sec-
ondary envelope materi-
al, and was integrated into 
the interiors. Here it was 
utilized as wall protection 
and enclosures for the me-
chanical system that tra-
verses the central corridor.

A large community room 
was added to the program 
to fulfill the goals of the 
community liaison meet-
ings. Here, the department 
hosts monthly Positive In-
teraction Program or “PIP” 
meetings, and community 
organizations can borrow 
space for gatherings at no 
cost.

MAIN ENTRY - SOUTHERN FACE OF THE BUILDING
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BUILDING ENVELOPE
ENVELOPE
The exterior of the building utilizes four main material 
systems, with concrete being the majority of exterior con-
struction. The tilt-up concrete wall system is low-mainte-
nance, secure, and economical. Coupled with a low glazing 
ratio, it provides a thermally efficient enclosure.

The paneled sun screen is a durable, fiber-decking material 
suited to Houston’s climate. This material is used in soffits 
and wall-panel applications throughout the building.

One inch insulated, reflective, low-e glass was used to cap-
ture the greatest energy savings possible. 

The detention areas are constructed using CMU, a trusted 
material in withstand daily beatings.

In a gesture towards the wooded park setting, irregularly 
spaced columns support the entry canopy, emulating the 
abundant trees in the park. The fiber decking sun screen 
on the south wall is used to bring warmth to the public 
park side of the building and provide shade to the interior 
of the building.
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