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biography
1999, Charlotte, North Carolina: As we sweep 
up the dust after a long day hanging drywall 
together, a young mother in a sweaty blue 
t-shirt turns to me and shares how difficult 
it is for her son to focus on his homework in 
their small apartment. She goes on to say, 
“this new Habitat for Humanity house will 
open so many opportunities for my family, 
including a dedicated, quiet space for my 
son to study and learn.” In that moment, a 
seed was planted in the back of my mind that 
would take five years to take root and sprout.

Growing up in Houston, my parents 
encouraged and modeled a service mentality. 
With a brand new degree in Chemistry, my 
first job out of Davidson College was as 
an AmeriCorps volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity in Charlotte. I managed volunteers 
on the construction site and helped prepare 
families for their transition to homeownership. 
My career path was deeply influenced by 
working with the families there and leading 
volunteer groups in Habitat builds around the 
world, as far away as South Korea and South 
Africa. Seeing the impact a modest building 
can have on a family touched my heart and 
inspired me to become an architect.

“As her former teacher, it is 
heartwarming to watch Catherine 
lead so strongly and then help 
the next generation of leaders.”

- Donna Kacmar, FAIA 
Professor and Interim Associate Dean, Gerald D. Hines 

College of Architecture and Design, University of Houston

My architecture career began later than 
most, at age 30, upon graduating from 
the University of Houston with a Master of 
Architecture. At UH, I served as the Student 
Representative to the Board of Directors for 
the Rice Design Alliance (RDA). This monthly 

connection to the leaders of the local AEC 
community introduced me to a diverse group 
of people who cared about making Houston a 
better place to live. Involvement in RDA, AIA, 
and other organizations has enriched my daily 
work by pulling me away from my desk to 
grow my network and collaborate with others.

The twelve years I have been practicing 
architecture have not gone as I originally 
imagined, but, oh, what a journey it has 
been! In 2007, I was ecstatic to accept a 
job with BNIM, a national architecture firm 
focused on sustainable design. The Houston 
office was growing and the future looked 
bright. I envisioned a gradual climb up the 
professional ladder, gaining responsibility 
along with experience working on innovative 
design projects. However, the recession hit 
hard. By 2011, I was the only one remaining at 
BNIM Houston.

Suddenly, I was managing projects left 
behind by former colleagues and seeking new 
business in a slow economy. The task was 
daunting. I considered looking for a new job 
at another firm, but I did not want to abandon 
my projects: the Sunset Coffee Building for 
the Buffalo Bayou Partnership and Michael 
J. Cemo Hall at the University of Houston. 
Instead, I seized the intimidating opportunity 
of being the firm’s sole representative in 
Houston. When needed, I leaned on the 
remote support of BNIM’s headquarters in 
Kansas City. I increased my involvement in 
community and professional organizations 
and quickly advanced from committee 
member to board member of RDA and AIA 
Houston.

This tumultuous start to my career gave me 
a unique perspective in how to be resilient 
when faced with a massive change in a short 
amount of time: how to be courageous in 



unfamiliar situations, how to seek community 
when I had no local colleagues, and how to be 
a leader when I had no one to follow and no 
one to follow me.

The Sunset Coffee Building project kicked 
off shortly after I started at BNIM in 2007. 
Located at the birthplace of Houston, the 
building would give BBP an office and event 
space, reinvigorate a neglected area of 
downtown, and reconnect Houstonians to 
the bayou through a thoughtful renovation 
of the historic site. BBP selected Lake|Flato 
and BNIM to collaborate on the project. The 
chance to work on this significant project with 
the combined forces of these two firms, as a 
native Houstonian and budding architect, was 
a dream come true.

However, a historic building in a floodway 
with bold sustainability goals and a tight 
budget, the project faced seemingly 
insurmountable challenges. Slow fundraising 
progress stalled the project during the 
recession, the permitting process took three 
times as long as a typical project, the first 
general contractor declared bankruptcy, 
and the bayou exceeded its banks, flooding 
the building twice during construction. 
As the only one in Houston, I became the 
point person representing the design team, 
coordinating consultants and collaborating 
with the contractor to carry BBP’s vision to 
completion ten years after the project goals 
were established. The project taught me the 
value of perseverance. I learned to maintain 
focus on the core goals of the project and the 
important role of an architect to draw people 
together toward meaningful solutions in order 
to navigate difficult challenges.

In 2016, a connection developed at AIAH led 
me to a job at Kirksey, where I am a Senior 
Associate and project manager on the 

Community Team focused on religious, non-
profit, and civic projects in the Houston area. 
Whether a renovation of a Boys and Girls 
Club, transformation of a downtown office 
building for Houston’s First Baptist Church, 
or the new City Hall in College Station, it 
is a joy to work on projects that have a 
positive impact on families, neighborhoods, 
and beyond. From the annual tree planting 
to supporting local organizations, Kirksey 
deeply values investing in our community and 
encourages involvement in AIA and other 
groups. The firm provided much-needed 
support while I was 2017 President of the AIA 
Houston chapter.

“As an elected official, I can say 
without hesitation that the City 
of Houston is lucky to benefit 
from Catherine’s leadership 
and commitment to civic 
engagement.”

- David W. Robinson, FAIA 
Council Member, At-Large Position 2, City of Houston

In the first eight months as AIAH President, 
my main area of focus was keeping 
construction of the new Architecture Center 
Houston, a bold move we had spent years 
planning, on budget and on schedule. In 
addition to attending and hosting local AIA 
events, I felt especially honored to represent 
Houston at national events such as Grassroots 
and the AIA Convention that year. The 
relationships I established at these events 
would soon become more valuable than I 
ever imagined. On August 25, 2017, Hurricane 
Harvey began its destructive path, dumping 
rain across Houston and southeast Texas. The 
most devastating storm in our history caused 
flooding in over 200,000 homes in Harris 
County. Thankfully my home was spared, 
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but I was heartbroken to see the images of 
my fellow Houstonians whose lives were so 
immensely disrupted.

“For me, Catherine embodies the 
kind of leadership I’d like to see 
in our city’s future: leadership 
that is fueled by intelligence, 
empathy, and generosity.”

- Sarah M. Whiting 
Dean, School of Architecture, Rice University

Even as the rain was falling, AIA colleagues 
around the country called and emailed to 
offer support. Their assistance and generosity 
turned the storm’s chaos into connection and 
opportunity for the AIA Houston chapter. My 
role immediately shifted to coordinate local 
architects to use our unique skills and share 
resources to help heal our suffering region. 
I organized a Safety Assessment Program 
training at which over 80 professionals were 
trained to assess the viability of damaged 
structures, providing critical data for the 
local jurisdiction. The interdisciplinary AIAH 
Disaster Resiliency Task Force I co-chaired 
created a Homeowner’s Guide to rebuilding 
after a flood event. This guide was shared 
with the City of Houston and other groups 
working directly with affected homeowners. 
Alongside other AIAH leaders, I represented 
architects at meetings around the region, 
advising on modifications to floodplain 
development regulations and participating in 
collaborative efforts with other associations. 
It was another chance for me to step into 
unknown territory as a leader relying on the 
wisdom and strength of our great community.

My experience in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey clearly illuminated for me our call 
as architects to promote the health, safety, 

and welfare of the public. This urgent work 
expanded my view of sustainable design, 
giving me increased knowledge, important 
leadership skills, and a new perspective that I 
now apply to my architectural projects. 

A profoundly rewarding part of my career 
in community-based projects is to be able 
to include my husband and two children in 
the journey. Together, we attend the ground-
breaking ceremony at a church project, then 
return for the grand opening service. Our 
children, Marian and Jesse, hear the pastor 
describe how this new sanctuary allows them 
to expand their ministry. We all go to an art 
exhibit at the Sunset Coffee building and play 
on the roof terrace overlooking Buffalo Bayou. 
Marian and Jesse gather books to donate to 
the Santa Maria Hostel, a women’s recovery 
facility I helped remodel. This intersection of 
family, career, and architecture satisfies my 
soul.

Despite the daily grind and enduring struggle 
in trying to balance work I love while devoting 
quality time with my family, I am encouraged 
by the positive impact my efforts have in 
each community. I think about the kids 
getting a good meal and developing positive 
relationships at the Boys and Girls Club; the 
student at UH taking a class at the business 
school; the mother enjoying yoga while her 
kids learn to swim at the YMCA in Katy. Just 
like the Habitat house, my efforts, combined 
with support and input of numerous 
colleagues, have resulted in a ripple effect of 
positive impacts well beyond my reach.

In the coming months, I look forward to 
helping curate the exhibit for Houston 2020 
Visions at the new Architecture Center 
Houston and engaging the public in helping 
shape a more resilient future for our beloved 
city.
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1. Celebrating with my wonderful sister at HBJ’s 40 
Under 40 Awards Reception, 2016.

2. Snapping a quick photo with my family after 
completing the Houston Half Marathon on behalf 
of the Galveston Bay Foundation, 2019.

3. Houston Area Sustainability Network leaders 
tour the Sunset Coffee Building after their meeting 
hosted by the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, 2017.

4. The waters of Buffalo Bayou up to nearly ten 
feet above grade, engulf the ground floor of the 
Sunset Coffee Building during Hurricane Harvey. 
Due to resilient design strategies, the building 
performed as intended and never lost power or 
critical functions, 2017.

accomplishments

AWARDS | PERSONAL
 » AIA Presidential Citation for Exceptional Service.  

 To the members of AIA Houston in recognition of their resilience and perseverance to restore  
 their community after Hurricane Harvey, AIA Board of Directors, 2018

 » Industry Volunteer of the Year. 
 Kirksey Workplace Vision Group, 2017

 » HBJ 40 Under 40. 
 Houston Business Journal, 2016

 » BNIM Wins 2011 AIA Firm Award. 
 American Institute of Architects, 2011

 » Best in Show. 
 University of Houston Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture Convocation, 2007

 » Top of Class. 
 University of Houston Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture Masters Program, 2007

AWARDS | PROJECTS WITH LEADERSHIP ROLE
 » Houston’s First Baptist Church Downtown. 

 Houston Business Journal Landmark Awards Finalist, 2019

 » Sunset Coffee Building. 
 2018 AGC Houston APEX Bronze Award — Historical Renovation and Renovation/Remodel 
 2017 Houston Business Journal Landmark Award — Historical Renovation

 » Knoll Houston Showroom. 
 LEED ID+C Platinum, 2016

 » Center of Excellence for Energy Technology Tarrant County College District. 
 LEED BD+C Platinum, 2016 
 2016 ENR Texas & Louisiana Best Project — Green Project Category 
 2016 American School & University Architectural Portfolio —  
 Outstanding Designs: Post-Secondary

 » City of Houston Code Enforcement Green Building Resource Center. 
 LEED ID+C Gold, 2010

EDUCATION + LICENSURES/ACCREDITATIONS
 » University of Houston | Houston, Texas.  

 Master of Architecture, 2007

 » Davidson College | Davidson, North Carolina. 
 Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, 1999

 » Universitat Tubingen | Tubingen, Germany. 
 German, European Religious History, 1997

 » Memorial High School | Houston, Texas. 
 Cum Laude Graduate, 1995
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education, licensures/accreditations + awards

 » Architectural Registration.  
 Texas, No. 22064, 2010

 » LEED AP O+M. 
 2008

 » LEED AP BD+C. 
 2007



professional associations

AIA HOUSTON
 » Chapter President, 2017 

 Led the chapter’s response to Hurricane Harvey and the effort to design and build a new   
 Architecture Center

 » Board Member, 2012-2018

 » Steering Committee Member, Houston 2020 Request for Visions in partnership with the City  
 of Houston and Council Member David W. Robinson, 2018-Present

 » Co-Chair, Disaster Resiliency Task Force, 2017-2018 
 Organized SAP training of 80+ professionals, participated in SAP deployment, and  produced  
 the Homeowner’s Guide to Rebuilding

 » Architects Day, Texas Capital, 2019, 2017

 » Steering Committee Member, Complete the Community, A Housing and Urban Design  Competition  
 in partnership with the City of Houston and Council Member David W. Robinson, 2018

 » Women in Architecture Speed Mentor, 2016

 » Gulf Coast Green Symposium and Expo Committee, 2006-2014

 » Chair, Committee on the Environment, 2008-2009

RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE
 » Board Member, 2010-2016

 » Strategic Plan Working Group Member, 2014-2015

 » Chair, rdAgents Young Professionals Group, 2009-2011 
 Led re-branding of the young professionals group that expanded its membership and visibility

 » Board Nominating Committee Member, 2018, 2015

 » University of Houston Representative to the Board, 2005-2007

ARCHITECTURE CENTER OF HOUSTON
 » Board Member, 2018-Present

 » Founding Chair, ArCH Tours Committee, 2010-Present 
 Served as tour docent, created and delivered docent training curriculum, and authored UH Art  
 and Architecture walking tour

 » ArCH Membership Committee Member, 2007-2009

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
 » Advisory Board Member, City of Houston Green Building Resource Center, 2012-2016

 » Juror, Houston Business Journal Landmark Awards, 2017-2018

 » Juror, Michael G. Myers Student Competition, 2017

 » Juror, AIA Brazos Chapter Design Awards, 2017
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presentations, publications + community service

PRESENTATIONS
 » S M L XL: A Scaled Approach to Resiliency. 

 Presentation with Donna Kacmar and Constanza Pena Nakouzi at Texas Society of Architects  
 Conference, 2018

 » Resiliency Panel. 
 Keynote panel discussion at Texas Society of Architects Conference, 2017

 » Architecture Center Houston:  
 Achieving LEED Platinum and Historic Preservation in a Flood Plain. 
 Presentation at AIAH Gulf Coast Green Conference and Kirksey, 2017

 » Building Tours, Sunset Coffee Building. 
 Bayou Buddies; Travis Elementary 4th Grade Field Trip; National Trust for Historic Preservation  
 Conference, 2016

 » Art by Architects. 
 Art piece “delight” selected for display at Architecture Center Houston, 2015

 » The Living Building Challenge. 
 Presentation developed with Julie Hendricks and Amanda Tullos presented at Texas Society of   
 Architects Conference, AIA Houston, New Living Store, COH Green Building Resource Center, 2011

 » LEED Workshops. 
 Developed curriculum and taught LEED AP exam preparation course to over 300 A/E/C   
 professionals in Houston, Dallas, Kansas City and Des Moines, 2008-2010

 » Learning LEED and Going Green in Facility Management. 
 An overview of LEED-EB presented at the CRS Center of Texas A&M, BOMA Houston, and   
 IFMA Houston, 2008

 » Building Tours. 
 Multiple individual and group tours of UTHSC-Houston School of  Nursing and Community   
 Center; and UTHSC-Houston Fayez S. Sarofim Research Building, 2007-2016

PUBLICATIONS
 » Architectural Record. 

 Interview. “Disastrous Effects of 2017 Storms Linger One Year Later,” August 24, 2018 

 Interview. “Reeling from Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, Architects Focus on Rebuilding and   
 Resiliency,” September 19, 2017

 » Architect Magazine. 
 Interview. “How Working with a Nonprofit Changed My View of Architecture,” January 15, 2016

 » Texas Architects Blog. 
 Interview. “Architects Talking to Architects,” September 24, 2015

COMMUNITY SERVICE
 » Travis Elementary. 

 Volunteer, 2015-present

 » Ecclesia Church. 
 Children’s community, 2013-2017 
 Worship service teach team, 2006-2009

 » Habitat for Humanity Charlotte Americorps Alumni Build. 
 Volunteer, 2015

 » Buffalo Bayou Partnership. 
 Bayou Buddies Steering Committee, 2009-2011

 » St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 
 Houston Gala Committee, 2008-2010

 » Lights in the Heights. 
 Planning Committee, 2008-2009

 » Habitat for Humanity Jimmy Carter Work Project. 
 Construction Coordinator, South Korea 2001, South Africa 2002

1. Meeting with Sen. Borris 
Miles during Architects 
Day at the Texas State 
Capitol with the Texas 
Society of Architects, 
2019.

2. Speaking on the 
Resiliency Panel at 
the Texas Society of 
Architects Conference, 
2017.

3. Habitat for Humanity 
Charlotte Women Build, 
2003.

1

2 3

accomplishments



portfolio

Houston’s First Baptist Church 
Downtown
Houston, Texas | Kirksey

Houston’s First Baptist purchased a 40,000 square foot building 
as the new home for their downtown campus. The building, 
which occupies an entire block of downtown, is clearly visible 
from nearby Highways 45 and 59. This presented a unique 
design opportunity to reach everyone who drives by the building 
through inventive treatment of the existing façade and signage. 

The church’s primary goal was to create a place of light in the 
city, with a design that resonated with the increase of millennials 
living downtown. This was achieved by creative illumination on 
the façade, anchored by the addition of a 70-foot, LED cross. 

The interior renovation transformed the assembly hall into a 
flexible worship space seating up to 600 people. Existing office 
space became a new welcome center and café, classrooms 
to accommodate preschoolers through adults, and church 
administrative offices alongside rentable office space.



Houston Texans Teen Club for 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Houston  
Houston, Texas | Kirksey

This facility is the first Boys & Girls Teen Club in Houston and 
the first in the nation to be supported by an NFL team. Kirksey’s 
Community Team designed and renovated the interiors for this 
exciting project. In February 2016, the Texans signed a five-year 
landmark partnership with the BGCGH to create the new Houston 
Texans Teen Club with a gift of $750,000, the largest single 
donation by a professional sports team in Houston. 

Formerly the Boys & Girls Club Administrative offices, the building 
was transformed into an inviting, safe place for teens to study, 
exercise, meet with a counselor, share a healthy snack, and hang 
out with peers. Spaces were organized around existing windows, 
and internal glazing added to maximize access to daylight and 
views, while improving safety within the club. Carnival’s Endzone, 
the game room, was designed in collaboration with partner 
Carnival Cruise Line, the official cruise line of the Houston Texans. 
A partnership with the Houston Food Bank allows teens to sort 
food in the building’s pantry, and learn to prepare healthy meals 
in the cafe. On the exterior, a vibrant mural by Houston native and 
renowned artist, Jimmy Houston, signals to passers-by that this 
building is uniquely suited for local teens.
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STEAM Center for the Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Houston
Houston, Texas | Kirksey

The STEAM center is located within the BGCGH John & Cissy 
Havard Club, a building Kirksey designed over 20 years prior. 
The renovation included careful interior demolition of a defunct 
kitchen and an outdated space where kids eat after school. The 
new layout improves visibility between spaces and promotes a 
safe environment for the kids. Kirksey added bold splashes of 
color to enliven the spaces. The completed spaces allow BGCGH 
to offer kids innovative programs that promote a love of learning 
in Science Technology Engineering Art and Math and a freshly 
updated room for eating healthy meals.
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Santa Maria Hostel Jacquelyn 
House
Houston, Texas | Kirksey + Powers Brown +  
Donna Kacmar, FAIA + Rivers Barden + Lisa Bixler

Santa Maria provides a residential treatment and housing 
program for women recovering from substance use and 
managing mental health disorders, including a specialized 
program for female veterans. Over ninety women live at the 
Jacquelyn House facility, getting the help they need to create a 
better life for themselves and their families. 

AEC Cares brings together ConstructConnect, the AIA and 
Hanley Wood, leading manufacturers, generous sponsors and 
volunteers from across the U.S. for an annual volunteer project. 
As design team lead, Catherine coordinated the pro bono 
design team, served as a liaison to AEC Cares and the Santa 
Maria staff, and helped source donated materials. Six months 
of design effort and logistics planning culminated in the build 
day on October 5, 2018. A team of more than 150 volunteers 
painted, planted, repaired and furnished totaling over $300,000 
worth of renovation. The Jacquelyn House now has a completely 
renovated dining room and kitchen, two meeting rooms, 
computer room, a new playground and enhanced landscape.
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Champion Forest Baptist 
Church North Klein
Klein, Texas | Kirksey

Champion Forest Baptist Church is a multi-campus church 
serving several areas in Northwest Houston. The North Klein 
Campus in Spring, Texas was a significant step in becoming “one 
church in many locations”. Since 2013, the North Campus has 
seen considerable and consistent growth, resulting in a need 
for a new permanent home and master plan. Kirksey completed 
the new master plan which includes spaces for worship, 
administration, adult education, pre-school and elementary 
education, children’s worship, student’s and college ministry, a 
café, and central maintenance.

Through an interactive design dive, Kirksey worked with the 
Champion Forest team to establish several principles that 
would drive the overall design. Champion Forest Baptist Church 
leaders identify their community as a “church on the move”. It 
became clear that the design intent must match the inviting 
and open nature of the people who make up the congregation, 
so enhanced indoor/outdoor connections between spaces and 
buildings were designed to encourage people to stay as long as 
they would like.
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Galveston Bay Foundation
Houston, Texas | Kirksey
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The Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) exists to preserve, 
protect, and enhance the natural resources of the Galveston 
Bay estuarine system and its tributaries. With the organization’s 
substantial growth and success, its need for expansion became 
apparent. GBF purchased 30 acres with bay frontage in Kemah, 
Texas, and selected Kirksey to design a master plan to include 
the construction of a new headquarters facility. Given GBF’s 
mission and the site’s waterfront location, priority was placed 
on incorporating the leading principles of sustainability and 
resilient design to ensure the facilities are prepared for future 
storm events and have the capability to survive them with 
minimal impacts to the facility, its operation, and the surrounding 
ecosystem. Aiming for Living Building Challenge Certification, 
the GBF headquarters will serve as a model for responsible 
coastal development.
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YMCA at Katy Main Street
Katy, Texas | Kirksey

With the exceptional growth in Katy, Texas, the existing Katy 
YMCA was quickly reaching capacity, and the need for a 
second facility was necessary. This two-story YMCA, located 
at Katy Main Street, features a double-height lobby with 
visual connection to many activities right from the front door. 
It includes an outdoor pool with a splash area, an outdoor 
playground, group exercise rooms, a strength cardio room, a full 
size basketball gym, a child watch area, and locker rooms. A true 
community asset, the building allows for flexibility and multiple 
uses, including Sunday church services. The project meets 
Kirksey’s basicGreen benchmarks for sustainability through the 
use of durable and local materials such as polished concrete. The 
tilt-wall construction allowed for a cost-effective project and was 
designed to be expandable, to accommodate future growth.
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Sunset Coffee Building
Houston, Texas | BNIM + Lake|Flato

The Sunset Coffee Building sits on Allen’s Landing, the 
“Plymouth Rock” of Houston. Since its construction in 1910, it has 
existed as a coffee roasting company, concert venue, and public 
space. Now, with the visionary leadership of the Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership, it starts a new chapter for Downtown Houston and 
all Houstonians.

Starting on the ground level, it features boat and bike rentals, 
allowing Houstonians to explore the beauty of Buffalo Bayou. 
It will also offer the Sunset Cafe, a coffee shop with a charming 
balcony overlooking the convergence of Buffalo and White Oak 
Bayous, the site of the original Port of Houston. The Buffalo 
Bayou Partnership comes home to the Bayou on Sunset Coffee 
Building’s second level. A rooftop terrace and outdoor plaza 
accommodate a variety of private and public events.

The Sunset Coffee Building is the newest building in Downtown 
Houston’s Historic District, and has become an iconic gathering 
place as a tribute to Houston’s past, present and future. A 
testament to its resilient design, the building sustained nearly 10 
feet of water during Hurricane Harvey in 2017.
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COH Code Enforcement Green 
Building Resource Center
Houston, Texas | BNIM + Intexure

The City of Houston Green Building Resource Center is leading 
by example, proving sustainability can be both beautiful and 
attainable. This commercial interior renovation successfully 
achieved client goals in demonstrating a variety of sustainable 
options as well as increasing the general public’s awareness 
about the value of green design and was awarded LEED Gold 
for Commercial Interiors. The center not only functions as office 
space but includes a material resource library and conference 
setting for presentations and events. Innovative flexible design 
solutions allow the center to do more with less real estate and 
adapt daily to changing needs. The conference room can be 
configured for a small meeting or, with sliding walls opened, 
expands to accommodate a large presentation. To host 
receptions and events, the recycling center rolls away, library 
louvers open, and displays move back to create one large open 
space. Set within an existing office building and planned for 
future relocation, components were designed for disassembly 
and relocation.
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Rice School of Architecture
Houston, Texas | BNIM

Catherine managed and designed multiple renovations at 
Anderson Hall, home of Rice Architecture, working closely with 
the Dean, staff and faculty. The first project renovated the Dean’s 
administrative offices to improve connectivity among staff and 
create a more welcoming reception area. Lighting and acoustical 
system renovations in the central gathering areas provided 
much-needed improved functionality. The bold pattern of 
circular lights and acoustic panels reflects existing architectural 
language while enhancing the 6,000 sf of multi-purpose 
spaces for student juries, lectures, or evening receptions. 
Another project focused on a major overhaul of the computer 
classroom, woodshop, and digital fabrication lab. Fitting the 
latest technology, tools and equipment for today’s architecture 
students into an historic building at the heart of the revered Rice 
Quad presented several challenges to navigate. The resulting 
renovation respectfully integrates into the architecture and offers 
students an innovative learning environment.
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Tarrant County College District 
Center of Excellence in Energy 
and Technology
Houston, Texas | BNIM + Freese & Nichols

The Tarrant County College District Center of Excellence 
in Energy and Technology houses the Heating, Ventilation, 
Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration (HVACR) Program, as 
well as training programs for oil, gas, and renewable energy 
technologies. Located in Fort Worth, Texas, on the TCCD South 
Campus, this facility sets a new course for development on a 
campus largely built in the 1970s and is now a premier training 
center for its students, faculty, and the greater community. The 
project achieved LEED Platinum and seeks to go beyond with 
a goal of net zero energy use. Aggressive sustainability goals 
established by TCCD, and refined during programming, created 
a foundation for vetting project decisions. Led by BNIM in 
partnership with Freese and Nichols, design was a collaborative 
effort involving faculty, administrative and campus facilities 
personnel.
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On the Boards
Kirksey

The following projects include Catherine on the leadership team 
and are currently in the design phase:

1. College Station City Hall | College Station, Texas

2. St. Anne Catholic Community Commons & Garage |  
    Houston, Texas

3. New Hope Housing Avenue J | Houston, Texas

4. St. Anne Catholic Community Church Renovation |  
    Houston, Texas

5. The Foundry United Methodist Church Expansion and       
    Renovation | Houston, Texas

6. Galveston Bay Foundation Temporary Offices | Kemah, Texas

7. Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Houston Wharton Club    
    Renovation | Wharton, Texas
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