
First Steps: Becoming Eligible



Objective

The goal of this presentation is to help Foreign Architects educated
abroad understand the different paths and requirements to become
eligible for NCARB’s Certification as one of the first steps in licensure
process.



Glossary

Credential: Registration, license, or other official document that confirms ability to lawfully practice architecture for a
specific region or country.

Credentialing Authority: Organization or entity that issues and regulates credential to lawfully practice architecture.

Jurisdiction: One of the 54 licensing/registration boards which includes the 50 states, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Northern Mariana Islands. These are entities that issue licenses to practice
architecture in their region.

NCARB Certificate: A credential that indicates the Record holder meets the national standards for licensure.

NCARB Record: Detailed, verified account of the applicant’s education, experience, and examination history.

Registration/license: Official document that confirms ability to lawfully practice architecture for a specific region or country.

Unlimited practice: Ability to provide any architectural services on any type of building in any state, province, territory, or
other political subdivision within a country



WHAT IS LICENSURE?



To practice architecture in the United States, you must have a
license in the US jurisdiction for which you are practicing
architecture. The jurisdictions include the 50 states, the District
of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the
Northern Mariana Islands.

Each jurisdiction is responsible for regulating the practice of
architecture within its borders. NCARB recommends and
encourages national requirements for licensure by developing
standards for the 55 licensing boards, which then issue licenses
to applicants who meet their specific registration requirements.



WHAT IS NCARB?



The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 
(NCARB) is a nonprofit organization made up of the architectural 

licensing boards of 55 U.S. states and territories. While each 
jurisdiction is responsible for regulating the practice of 
architecture within its borders, NCARB develops and 

administers national programs for candidates pursuing 
architectural licensure and helps architects expand their 

professional reach through the NCARB Certificate.



WHY IS LICENSURE IMPORTANT?



The reasons to earn a license to practice architecture are as varied and
personal as the path to get there—here are just a few benefits of licensure:

•Title: Once you’ve earned a license, you can officially call yourself an
architect in the jurisdiction you hold that license to practice architecture.

•Trust: Your license gives firms, clients, and the public confidence in your
skills and ability to protect their health, safety, and welfare.

•Skills: Completing your education, experience, and examination
requirements helps guide you through continuing your professional growth
and development.

•Advancement: Having a license provides you with greater career

opportunities.



GETTING LICENSED



THE ELIGIBILITY FORMULA

E = E+E+E



THE ELIGIBILITY FORMULA

ELIGIBILITY = EDUCATION + EXPERIENCE +  EXAMINATION

OR

OR



STEP 1: 
APPLICANT CATEGORY

IMAGE SOURCE: WWW.NCARB.ORG



Foreign Architect Licensed or Educated abroad

For this applicants, the path to licensure in the United States will vary based on the individual jurisdiction’s
requirements and how far you have advanced in your home country’s licensure process. To determine your
applicant category see below:

You are a Foreign Licensed Applicant if:
a. You currently hold a license to practice architecture in a country outside of the United States or Canada,
b. Your foreign license has not expired, and
c. You haven’t been object of a disciplinary action by the foreign licensing authority

You are a Foreign Educated Applicant if:
You received an architecture degree outside of the United States or Canada but do not hold a license topractice
architecture.



STEP 2: 
GETTING ELIGIBILITY

THE REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR CERTIFICATION
WILL BE DETERMINED BY YOUR CONDITION OF EITHER:

Foreign Licensed Applicant or Foreign Educated Applicant



To be eligible for this option, your foreign architecture license must meet certain requirements.

1.Your license must be currently active and remain active until you receive your NCARB Certificate.
2.Your license must allow unlimited practice—the design of all types and sizes of buildings.
3.Your country must have a system for tracking disciplinary action for architects.
4.You must have no record of disciplinary action.



To learn more about EESA and the fees associated with the program, download the Education Guidelines at 
www.ncarb.org and visit the NAAB’s website www.naab.org

http://www.ncarb.org/
http://www.naab.org/


CREDENTIAL VERIFICATION FORM
(Form must be completed/submitted in English)

Form download at:Form263_Foreign Credential.pdf (ncarb.org)

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Main%20Website/Data%20&%20Resources/Form263_Foreign%20Credential.pdf


TRANSCRIP REQUEST FORM
(Form must be completed/submitted in English)

Form download at: Form122_TranscriptForm.pdf (ncarb.org)

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Form122_TranscriptForm.pdf


Common Option to Licensure 

Both the Credential Verification Form and official transcript must be completed/submitted in English. For
a detailed outline of the application process, check out the Documentation Checklist at:

Foreign Architect Path Documentation Checklist.pdf (ncarb.org)

Please allow up to 60 business days for documents to be reviewed and processed. The overview
message stating that documents are required will remain visible in your NCARB Record until the review
process is complete.

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Main%20Website/Data%20%26%20Resources/Forms/Foreign%20Architect%20Path%20Documentation%20Checklist.pdf


STEP 3: 
EXPERIENCE AND EXAMINATION

After you’ve created your Record, submitted your supporting 
documents to EESA or NCARB and eligibility has been confirmed. 

You will then need to satisfy NCARB’s Experience and Examination
requirements for certification.



STEP 3: 
EXPERIENCE AND EXAMINATION

NCARB allows applicants to complete experience and examination 
requirements both consecutively or simultaneously through:   



Developed by NCARB and required by most U.S. licensing boards, the AXP provides a framework to
guide you through earning and reporting your professional experience.

To complete the AXP, you’ll need to demonstrate and document competent performance of the tasks
identified in each experience area—a total of 3,740 hours across the six areas. Keep in mind, around
half of your experience must be earned in an architectural practice under the supervision of an
architect licensed in the United States or Canada.

Download the AXP Guidelines for a detailed look at the program’s requirements and expectations
visiting www.ncarb.org/gain-axp-experience/start-axp

http://www.ncarb.org/gain-axp-experience/start-axp


Some of your foreign experience (up to 1,860 hours) may count toward the AXP requirement.
Additional required hours working for an Architect outside the United States will only count if you are
working under an architect who is licensed in the U.S. or Canada. Depending upon what path you are
on, you may need to submit your qualifying experience in a timely manner. Please review the reporting
requirement for further details.



The current version of the exam, ARE 5.0, is developed by NCARB and features six divisions.
Completing ARE 5.0 by passing all six divisions is required by all U.S. jurisdictions as a key step on the
path to earning a license.

The ARE focuses specifically on areas that affect the integrity, soundness, and health impact of a
building, as well as an architect’s responsibilities within firms, such as managing projects and
coordinating the work of other professionals. To understand what is covered on the exams and access
practice questions, refer to the ARE Handbook visiting https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE5-
Handbook.pdf and detailed explanations of all ARE 5.0 policies can be found in the ARE 5.0 Guidelines
visiting www.ncarb.org/pass-the-are/start

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/ARE5-Handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/pass-the-are/start


You can begin scheduling ARE divisions after NCARB has verified your transcript and foreign credential
and you have paid your Certification application fee. Check current fees visiting www.ncarb.org/fees

Emerging Professionals Committee coordinates study sessions and make resources available for
candidates preparing to take the ARE. Learn about their next upcoming event at:
https://aiahouston.org/v/event-detail/ARE-Pub-Quiz-Project-Development-Documentation/1rg/

http://www.ncarb.org/fees
https://aiahouston.org/v/event-detail/ARE-Pub-Quiz-Project-Development-Documentation/1rg/


STEP 4: 
MEET LOCATION-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

Some boards require additional experience or a location-specific 
supplemental exam before licensure. Based on that fact you must:

A. Meet any extra jurisdictional requirements

B. Have your NCARB Record transmitted to the jurisdiction where you 

would like to be licensed.

PLEASE NOTE:. The supplemental exams are typically quizzes about local laws and regulations. They are often given as open book and through
a fillable PDF. California has a more advanced version that you need to take in a testing center.



Notes and Clarifications

- There is no national license to practice architecture in the United States. The 55 U.S. licensing boards regulate 
architecture and issue licenses specific to their jurisdiction.

- Effective English communication is highly recommended. Written and oral communication skills are defined as 
effective using the conventions of Standard English as taught in English-speaking countries. 

- Sometimes the state board will require stricter requirements than NCARB. 

- Every State has it own definition of what “practicing architecture” involves.

- Many schools offer architecture programs that have not been accredited by the NAAB. Graduates of these non-
accredited programs will be limited in terms of where they can practice, as well as have additional requirements 
to earn an architecture license and NCARB Certificate.

- Possible mutual recognition arrangements like the Camberra Accord should be explored before engaging in 
certification process.



Additional Information

To learn more about applying for the NCARB Certificate, download the Certification Guidelines
visiting www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Certification_Guidelines.pdf

Also, be sure to reference the Foreign Architect Path to NCARB Certification Documentation
Checklist.

For more general information about Architectural Licensure, contact us:

PLEASE NOTE: All information provided is based on resources available in May 2021

http://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/Certification_Guidelines.pdf

